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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1954. 

The  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  was  held 
by  the  late  Dr.  P.  H.  J.  Turton,  whose  death  was  a great  loss  to 
the  Council,  and  also  to  the  town  in  which  he  lived  and  practised 
medicine. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  for  1955,  I have  taken  it  upon  myself 
to  present  the  report  to  you  in  his  name. 

The  report  will  show  that  much  work  was  carried  out  by  the 
department,  and  this  is  partly  due  to  certain  new  legislation  which 
came  into  force  in  the  year.  I refer  particularly  to  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  which  is  an  act  for  clearing  of  slums  and 
the  resuscitation  and  repair  of  useful  units  of  accommodation  : 
and  to  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  which  places  responsibility  for 
licensing  of  slaughterhouses  and  meat  inspection  on  the  Local 
Authorities.  The  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954,  has  also 
resulted  in  many  additional  responsibilities,  but  will  not  show  its 
major  impact  on  Public  Health  Law  until  1955. 

The  Annual  Report  is  in  two  parts  ; the  first  concerns  the 
mortality  and  morbidity  statistics  of  the  Urban  District,  and  I 
have  added  to  the  text  certain  explanations  and  comments.  The 
second  part,  prepared  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  sets  out 
in  detail  the  work  done  by  your  Sanitary  staff  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  — General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  4,636 

Population  (Estimated)  ..  24,150 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . . . 7,369 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  ..  ..  7,099 

Rateable  Value  £116,418 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £445 

Population  per  Acre  . . . . . . . . 5.2 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  registered  370 

Still  Births  registered  13 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 15.32 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.98)  15.01 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . . . 15.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  33.94 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 24.0 

DEATHS 

Deaths  registered 210 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 8.70 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1.14)  9.92 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  11.3 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion)  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 2.61 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.69 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  . . 4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . . . 10.81 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 25.5 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age . . 4 

Infant  Mortality  (Legitimate)  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  11.24 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age. . 0 

Infant  Mortality  (Illegitimate)  per  1,000  Illegiti- 
mate Live  Births  0 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  2 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 5.4 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  17.7 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 0.165 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.160 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms  — 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  0.019 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ..  ..  ..  0.124 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales 0.369 

Cancer,  Other  Forms  0.952 

Cancer,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  . . 1.666 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  for  1954  was  24,150,  which  is  an 
increase  of  20  over  that  of  the  preceding  year  when  the  estimated 
population  was  24,130.  The  population  at  the  1951  census  was 
24,406.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is,  the  increase 
of  births  over  deaths  for  1954  was  160. 

BIRTHS 

There  were  370  live  births  and  13  still  births  registered  in  the 
year.  The  birth  rate  calculated  as  the  number  of  births  per  1,000 
of  the  population  was  15.32.  The  rate  for  1953  was  15.95.  The 
adjusted  rate  was  15.01  compared  with  a rate  of  15.2  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  still  birth  rate  assessed  as  a rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births  was  33.94  against  the  figure  of  24.0  for  England 
and  Wales.  Table  1 gives  details  of  births  and  still  births  in  respect 
of  sex  and  legitimacy. 

DEATHS 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  8.70 
compared  with  10.69  in  1953.  The  adjusted  death  rate  of  9.92 
compares  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  of  11.3. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  210,  111  of  whom  were 
males  and  99  females.  This  preponderance  of  males  over  females 
is  quite  usual.  It  is  also  known  that  the  very  young  and  the  old 
die  more  readily  than  those  of  intermediate  groups.  It  is  therefore 
apparent  that  the  death  rate  of  a particular  community  will  depend 
not  only  on  the  healthiness  of  the  environment,  but  also  on  the 
age  and  sex  structure  of  that  community.  Where  a comparison  of 


the  death  rate  of  a community  is  made  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  or  of  other  communities,  it  is  desirable  to  remove  the  influence 
of  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  community  before  doing  so  and 
to  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  sex  and 
age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  of  England 
and  Wales  or  another  community.  To  do  this,  the  ordinary  or 
crude  death  rate  may  be  multiplied  by  an  appropriate  comparability 
factor,  and  when  so  adjusted,  the  rates  are  then  comparable  with 
the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  other  community. 

The  comparability  factor  for  Heanor  in  respect  of  deaths  is 
1.14,  and  so  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  9.92  which  is  then  comparable 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.3.  A comparability  factor 
of  over  1 indicates  that  the  sex  and  age  component  of  the  local 
population  in  itself  tends  to  favour  a low  crude  death  rate. 

Tables  are  presented  in  the  report  showing  Infant  Deaths 
(Table  2)  and  the  various  birth  and  death  rates  with  a comparison 
of  those  rates  with  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  Heanor  from  1944 
to  1954  (Table  3). 


DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES 

The  two  main  diseases  from  which  people  died  were  those  of 
the  Circulatory  System  including  Heart  Disease,  and  Cancer.  Of 
the  total  deaths  109  were  due  to  disease  of  the  circulatory  system 
including  heart  disease,  and  of  these,  28  deaths  were  caused  by 
coronary  disease  or  angina  of  the  heart,  a disease  usually  associated 
with  a high  standard  of  living  of  the  community.  43  deaths  were 
due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  more  commonly 
known  as  strokes.  Cancer  in  all  its  forms  was  responsible  for  26 
deaths.  Cancer  and  strokes  more  often  occurred  in  the  older 
members  of  the  community,  and  while  it  is  unlikely  we  shall  see  a 
dramatic  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  the 
latter,  that  is,  cerebral  vascular  disease  in  the  near  future,  there  is 
always  the  bright  hope  that  a method  of  prevention  or  cure  for 
cancer  other  than  surgery  will  be  found  ; nevertheless,  where 
cancer  is  diagnosed  early  in  its  development,  surgery  and  related 
methods  of  treatment  hold  out  much  promise  of  success.  Tuber- 
culosis is  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  report,  but  it  is  noted  here  that 
4 deaths  were  recorded.  15  deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis,  3 were  due  to  Influenza,  and  1 to  Poliomyelitis. 
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There  were  2 suicides  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954.  12 

accidental  deaths  were  recorded,  3 of  these  being  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

A detailed  list  of  causes  of  death  and  numbers  involved  is 
given  in  Table  4. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

A total  of  4 infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  year,  giving  a rate 
per  1,000  live  births  of  10.81.  This  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  Engalnd 
and  Wales,  25.5.  Of  the  4 deaths,  2 occurred  in  babies  under  4 
weeks  of  age.  Congenital  malformation  and  prematurity  were 
factors  in  the  cause  of  death.  The  infant  death  rate  for  the  whole 
country  has  progressively  diminished  with  the  rise  in  the  standard 
of  living,  but  the  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age,  that  is 
the  neonatal  deaths,  represent  a hard  core  which  has  not  shown  the 
dramatic  reduction  of  the  infant  death  rate.  Infants  dying  after  the 
age  of  4 weeks  generally  do  so  from  some  disease,  and  the  advances 
made  in  medical  treatment,  combined  with  a much  improved  social 
background  has  reduced  the  risk  of  their  dying.  Babies  dying  under 
the  age  of  4 weeks  usually  do  so  not  because  of  infection,  but  of  some 
weakening  condition  resulting  from  prematurity,  birth  injury  or 
some  abnormality  of  pregnancy,  and  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  such  deaths  lies  in  the  ante  natal  care  of  the  mother  and  the 
newly  born  child,  and  in  further  research  into  the  causes  of  pre- 
maturity and  congenital  malformations.  Great  advances  have 
already  been  made  in  these  fields  of  medicine  and  we  may  expect 
a steady  reduction  in  the  neonatal  death  rate  as  time  goes  on. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

19  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1954,  and 
details  and  figures  for  comparison  in  the  years  1944  to  1954  are 
given  in  Tables  5 and  6.  There  has  been  little  reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases  notified  during  those  years,  but  this  is  partly  due  to  the 
much  improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  and  particularly  the  careful 
search  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Services  to  discover  the 
cases  of  tuberculosis  which  might  exist  among  contacts  of  patients, 
and  also  the  examination  of  the  general  public  in  the  course  of 
surveys  made  by  the  mass  miniature  radiography  units.  Surveys 
of  this  type  were  carried  out  in  Heanor  during  1951,  1952  and 
1954  by  Nottingham  Area  No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit.  The 
1954  survey  resulted  in  the  X-ray  of  2,508  members  of  the  general 
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public  and  805  school  children,  giving  a total  number  of  persons 
X-rayed  of  3,313.  Several  persons  were  requested  to  attend  for 
further  investigation,  where  the  first  X-ray  examination  did  not 
give  satisfactory  results,  and  after  full  investigation,  2 cases  of 
active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  diagnosed,  giving  a case  rate 
of  0.06%,  which  can  be  regarded  as  within  the  expected  limits  for 
this  type  of  survey. 

Fewer  deaths  are  resulting  from  this  disease,  but  treatment  is 
still  time  consuming  and  makes  the  illness  a serious  one  to  the 
community  affecting  as  it  does  the  younger  age  groups,  and  partic- 
ularly persons  of  adolescent  or  early  middle  age.  Of  the  19  cases 
notified,  10  persons  were  of  working  age.  More  males  were  affected 
than  females,  but  generally  speaking  both  sexes  are  equally  prone. 

Of  the  other  infectious  diseases  190  notifications  were  received, 
and  tables  are  set  out  to  show  the  age  and  seasonal  incidence  of 
occurrence.  Whooping  Cough  was  reported  in  107  cases,  Measles 
in  8,  Dy sentry  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  one  case  each. 

On  reference  to  the  table  showing  the  age  group  distribution 
of  the  infectious  diseases,  Table  7,  the  expected  pattern  emerges. 
The  common  infections  affect  mostly  the  young  child,  rising  to  a 
peak  at  an  age  when  the  child  leaves  the  comparative  immunity  of 
his  home  to  enter  school.  Table  8 showing  seasonal  incidence 
reveals  that  the  peak  months  for  infectious  diseases  were  September 
and  December,  but  those  peaks  were  mainly  due  to  Whooping 
Cough.  Pneumonia  occurred  fairly  constantly  throughout  the  year, 
and  Scarlet  Fever  was  at  its  height  in  January.  Admissions  to 
Hospital  were  few  in  relation  to  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  advances  made  in  treatment 
which  allow  even  severe  cases  to  be  nursed  at  home.  The  number 
of  cases  admitted  for  each  disease  is  set  out  in  Table  7. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  Im- 
munisation against  Diphtheria  is  still  the  major  weapon  in  the 
control  of  the  disease.  A table  is  given  showing  the  number  of 
children  immunised  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Primary  Immunisation  only 


Age 

Number 

Under  1 year 

13 

1— 

167 

2— 

50 

3— 

8 

4— 

7 

5—9 

20 

10—14 

1 

Total 

266 

TABLE  1 

INFANT  BIRTHS 


Infant 

Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live 

175 

181 

356 

7 

7 

14 

Still  . . 

3 

9 

12 

- 

1 

1 

TABLE  2 

INFANT  DEATHS 


Infant 

Deaths 

L 

egitimate 

II 

legitimate 

\ 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 
of  age 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

0 

Under  4 
weeks  of 
age 

2 

2 

0 
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TABLE  3 

RATES  — COMPARATIVE  TABLES  — 1944-1954 
Births  and  Deaths  ; Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality 


Year 

Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

rate 

1944 

22.75 

10.28 

1.90 

49.11 

1945 

16.82 

9.28 

— 

50.39 

1946 

18.90 

10.48 

2.20 

61.36 

1947 

22.93 

10.20 

1.77 

29.35 

1948 

20.00 

9.26 

— 

47.52 

1949 

18.19 

10.47 

— 

51.91 

1950 

16.21 

11.65 

— 

27.84 

1951 

16.59 

10.43 

2.43 

32.17 

1952 

14.61 

8.67 

2.72 

31.07 

1953 

15.95 

10.69 

— 

38.96 

1954 

15.32 

8.70 

2.61 

10.81 

10 


TABLE  4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

M. 

3 

F. 

1 

Total 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

1 

8. 

Measles  

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

- 

3 

12. 

„ „ Breast 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

„ „ Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  

10 

7 

17 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18 

25 

43 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

10 

28 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

2 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

14 

8 

22 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

5 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

1 

8 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

2 

2 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

- 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

3 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

- 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

7 

11 

18 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

3 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

- 

- 

- 

All  Causes 

Ill 

9 9 

210 

11 


TABLE  5 


tuberculosis  1954  : New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non - 

Periods 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  one  year  . . 

1— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5— 

ia- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

15— 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25— 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

45— 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

10 

9 

1 

3 

3 

1 

TABLE  6 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  1944 — 1954 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1944 

7 

4 

11 

3 

4 

7 

18 

1945 

5 

6 

11 

2 

- 

2 

13 

1946 

7 

12 

19 

1 

1 

2 

21 

1947 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

3 

17 

1948 

11 

11 

22 

6 

1 

7 

29 

1949 

14 

8 

22 

3 

3 

6 

28 

1950 
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Notifiable  Disease 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . . 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Pneumonia  . . 

Anthrax 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Para-Typhoid 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

PROVISION  OF  CLINICS 


DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

County  Clinic,  Wilmot  Street,  Heanor 

Telephone  : 

Ante  Natal  Clinic  . . 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 


Langley  Mill  149. 
Wednesdays,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
Monday,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
1.30  to  4 p.m. 

1st  Tuesday  morning,  and  4th  and 
5th  Wednesday  afternoon  (By 
appointment  only). 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Saturday.  Doctor 
in  attendance. 

Friday  afternoons. 

Working  Men’s  Club,  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  . . 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday,  1 .30  to  4 p.m. 


Eye  Clinic 


Minor  Ailment  School  Clinic 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 


REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Chest  Clinic 

County  Clinic,  Albert  Street, 

Ilkeston Wednesday,  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

and  2 to  4 p.m. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

nn 

Number  of 

uri 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2, 3, 4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

28 

31 

_ 

. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

140 

147 

_ 

. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

4 

Total 

172 

178 

- 

- 

15 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.1)  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .. 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  (a)  insufficient 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

6 

__ 



_ 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  . . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

u.;.,  TOTAL 

5 

6 

- 

_ 

' 

Part  VIII  of  thf  Act 

Outwork 

-•v.yT, ; V'\  •. 


l 1 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc.  

54 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

8 

- 

, 

■-T 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets . . 

- 

_ 

- > 

- - 

Others 

- 

- 

-■ 

1 

Total  . . 

62 

- 

- 

- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1954. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I refer  to  the  death,  on  the  19th  November, 
1954,  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  P.  H.  J.  Turton.  For 
some  twelve  years  he  had  acted  as  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  this  District,  having  succeeded  his  father  who  occupied 
a similar  position  for  fifty  four  years.  His  knowledge  of  the  District 
and  Public  Health  was  profound  and  he  was  always  ready  to  give 
a kindly  word  of  advice  and  help.  His  death  is  a great  loss  to  the 
community. 

The  increasing  demands  made  on  the  staff  of  your  Health 
Department  in  connection  with  all  aspects  of  Housing,  together 
with  meat  inspection,  necessitated  the  curtailment  of  activities  in 
other  spheres  of  the  Department’s  work.  It  was  not  possible  for 
instance,  to  carry  out  as  many  re-inspections  of  properties  “under 
notice’’  as  I would  have  liked.  In  fact,  in  some  cases,  it  was  necessary 
to  put  faith  in  the  old  adage  that  “No  news  is  good  news,’’  and,  if 
the  tenant  made  no  further  complaint  about  the  repair  work  not 
being  done,  assume  that  the  notice  had  been  complied  with. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I voiced  the  opinion  that  much 
could  be  done  in  this  District  to  provide  modern  amenities  in  older 
type,  but  well-built  houses,  by  taking  advantage  of  those  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  which  make  it  possible  for  grants  to  be 
given  for  this  purpose.  It  was  therefore  all  the  more  gratifying  to 
me  when,  during  the  course  of  the  year  under  review,  the  decision 
was  taken  to  implement  an  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  in  this 
District.  Further  comment  on  the  latter  will  be  found  in  that 
section  of  the  report  dealing  with  “Housing.’’ 
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Of  new  legislation  of  importance  to  your  Health  Department 
the  following  came  into  force  during  the  year. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954. 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1954 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  . . . . 728 

Premises  inspected  on  complaint  . . . . . . . . 223 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Inhabited  Structures  . . . . 69 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Drainage  Inspections 372 

Smoke  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains 185 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  178 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 79 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . 2 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  . . 65 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Keeping  of  other  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . . . . . . . 77 

Refuse  Receptacles  . . 341 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,132 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . . . 584 

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice  . . . . . . . . 622 

Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels  . . . . . . . . 8 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  4 

House  inspected  re  Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 44 

National  Assistance  Act . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Welfare  of  Old  People  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Brook  Courses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Mass  Radiography  46 
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HOUSES  INSPECTED  RE  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

Public  Health  Act  49,  Housing  Acts  1855  . . . . 1,904 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 2,526 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 449 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . 839 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Catering  Establishments 5 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . 13 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 16 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Public  Houses  21 

COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  . . . . . . . . 223 

Number  referred  to  other  Departments  . . . . 3 

SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  . . . . . . 27 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  and  sewers  . . . . 62 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . Ill 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . „ 1 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Water  in  cellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  ..  ..  ...  ..  ..  14 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 28 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 622 

Number  of  Notices  abated  . . . . . . . . 437 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Houses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 44 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  . . . . 66 

Walls  repaired  244 

Ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Staircases  repaired  . . 11 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases 15 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  . . . . . . . . 58 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 18 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

Internal  supply  of  water  provided  . . . . . . 7 

BATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS,  ETC. 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . . 2 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  . . . . . . 6 

New  bathrooms  constructed  . . . . . . . . 2 

Hot  water  systems  provided  . . . . . . . . 15 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 59 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Eaves  and  Downspouting  provided  or  repaired  . . 39 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . 10 

DRAINAGE 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 43 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Additional  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 4 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 5 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 11 

New  gully  traps  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  . . . . 185 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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YARD  AND  OUTBUILDINGS 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 10 

URINALS 

New  urinals  erected  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Urinals  cleansed  or  repaired  . . 2 

Urinals  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  . . . . 2 

PRIVIES,  PAIL  CLOSETS,  CESSPOOLS,  W.C’S. 

Privy-Middens  converted  to  pail-closets  . . . . . . 3 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  . . . . . . 13 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  . . . . 7 

Defective  water  service  repaired . . 10 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 9 

ASHPITS  AND  DUSTBINS 

Dustbin  renewals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . 1 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . . . 172 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 16 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . . . 38 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . . . 6 

HOUSING 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  came  into  operation  in 
August  of  last  year.  It  requires,  interalia,  the  Council  to  submit 
for  the  Minister’s  approval  within  the  next  twelve  months,  that 
is  to  say,  by  August,  1955,  proposals  for  dealing  with  those  houses 
which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  liable  to  demolition. 
The  details  to  be  supplied  on  the  prescribed  form  are  to  be  an 
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estimate  of  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District,  and 
of  the  period  of  time  the  Council  consider  they  will  require  to 
secure  the  demolition  of  such  houses. 

I had  hoped  that  before  the  Ministry  required  such  information 
that  our  housing  survey,  further  details  of  which  were  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  would  have  gathered  momentum  and  progressed 
to  a greater  extent  than  it  actually  has.  Delay,  however,  proved 
unavoidable  since  the  onus  of  dealing  with  applications  for  Im- 
provement Grants  greatly  added  to  the  work  of  the  Department, 
but  more  details  on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  other  pages  of 
this  Report. 

The  Survey,  however*  was  completed  in  the  Langley  Mill  and 
Aldercar  Area  and  at  the  time  of  writing  is  practically  complete 
for  the  Langley  and  Marlpool  Area. 

The  following  are  details  extracted  from  my  report  to  your 
Health  Committee  on  completion  of  the  Survey  in  the  Langley 
Mill  and  Aldercar  Area. 


In  my  initial  Report  setting  out  the  modus  operandi  of  the 
Survey  it  was  proposed  that  all  houses  inspected  should  be  classified 
in  one  of  the  following  categories  : — 

Category  1 — satisfactory  in  all  respects  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Report  of  the  Standard  of  Fitness  for  Habitation 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory 
Committee. 

Category  2 — Minor  defects. 

Category  3 — More  extensive  defects  and  structural  alteration. 

Category  4 — Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  repairable 
at  reasonable  expense. 

. ;:In  the  initial  stages  of  the  Survey  it  soon  became  apparent 
that  four  categories  alone  were  insufficient  to  embrace  the  varying 
conditions  of  houses  inspected.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  further 
sub-divide  category  2 as  follows  : — 
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2/  — houses  requiring  improvements  only. 

2 r — houses  requiring  minor  repairs  only. 

2 ir — houses  requiring  improvement  and  also  slight  repairs. 

Category  3 was  also  further  sub-divided  as  follows  : — 

3 d — houses  in  respect  of  which  some  doubt  existed  as  to 
whether  they  should  not  be  included  in  Category  4. 

The  information  obtained  in  regard  to  Council  Houses  was 
extracted  from  records  kept  in  the  Housing  Manager’s  Department. 

Firstly  I propose  to  deal  with  the  various  classifications  of 
the  houses  inspected. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  HOUSES 

Category  1 — of  the  1,193  houses  inspected,  335  or  28.0% 
were  placed  in  category  one. 

Category  2i  — 14  houses,  or  1.2%  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
as  regards  repairs  but  required  improving. 

Category  2r — 124  houses  or  10.3%  required  minor  items  of 
repair  work  carrying  out. 

Category  2 ir — 559  houses  or  46.8%  required  improvements 
such  as  the  addition  of  bathrooms  and  hot  water 
systems,  in  addition  to  minor  repair  work. 

Category  3 —148  houses,  or  12.4%  required  fairly  extensive 
repair  work  or  structural  alteration. 

Category  3d — 5 houses  or  0.4%  were  found  to  be  in  such  poor 
condition  that  there  was  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  they  should  not  be  included  in  Category 
4. 

Category  4 — 8 houses,  or  0.6%  of  the  total  number  of  houses 
inspected  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

HOUSES  WITH  NO  THROUGH  VENTILATION 

In  all,  seven  houses,  or  0.5%  of  the  total  inspected  were  found 
to  have  no  through  ventilation. 
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FAMILY  UNITS 

During  the  course  of  the  Survey  details  of  the  family  Units 
were  also  obtained.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  30.6%  of  the 
houses  inspected  were  occupied  by  units  of  2 persons  only  and  that 
25.0%  were  occupied  by  units  of  3 persons. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  list  of  the  various  family  units 
occupying  private  dwellings  : 


Number  % 


Number  of  houses  with  1 occupant 

91 

7.6 

55 

55 

„ 2 occupants  . . 

366 

30.6 

55 

55 

55 

„ 3 

55  • * 

299 

25.0 

u ■ 

55 

55 

„ 4 

55  # * 

230 

10.2 

55 

55 

55 

„ 5 

55  • • 

90 

7.5 

55 

55 

55 

„ 6 

55  * * 

61 

5.1 

55 

55 

55 

„ 7 

55  • • 

22 

1.8 

v v-  55 

. : 5 5 

55 

„ 8 

55  # * 

9 

0.7 

6 A,  ' .■  - 

55 

55 

55 

9 

55  * * 

3 

0.2 

55 

55 

55 

io 

55  • * 

1 

0.08 

„ 11 

— 

— 

5 5 

55 

55 

„ 12 

55  • • 

1 

0.08 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  HOUSES 
Sanitary  Accommodation 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  in 
the  area  surveyed 

Number  of  houses  with 


Jil 

•:  •'  .. ' i t : -vi  r 

Number 

% 

(a) 

one  external  W.C. 

882 

73.9 

(*) 

one  internal  W.C. 

164 

13.7 

(<0 

one  internal  and  one  external  W.C. . . 

118 

9.8 

(d) 

two  internal  W.C’s. 

16 

1.3 

(e) 

(/) 

two  external  W.C’s. 

one  internal  W.C.  and  one  external 

1 

0.08 

pail  closet 

1 

0.08 

(?) 

one  pail  closet 

7 

0.5 

(h) 

one  privy  midden 

3 

0.2 

(0 

one  chemical  closet 

1 

0.08 

The  total  number  of  internal  water  closets  in  private  houses 
was  299  or  25.0  per  cent  and  there  were  1.0  external  water  closets. 
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Hot  Water  Supplies 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Survey,  houses  having  ranges  with 
side  boilers  were  not  considered  to  have  satisfactory  means  of 
supplying  hot  water.  Of  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected, 
645  or  54.0  per  cent  had  satisfactory  means  for  the  supply  of  hot 
water. 

Water  Supply 

The  total  number  of  houses  with  an  internal  water  supply 
was  1,179  or  98.8  per  cent.  Fourteen  houses  or  1.1  per  cent  were 
found  to  be  without  an  internal  water  supply,  for  in  twelve  of  these 
the  water  services  were  in  the  wash-houses  only.  Two  houses  were 
found  to  be  sharing  one  stand-pipe. 

Fixed  Baths 

510  houses  or  42.7  per  cent  were  found  to  have  fixed  baths. 

Owner-occupiers 

51.0  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  were 
found  to  have  owner-occupiers. 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council 

Nine  Council  houses  or  4.4  per  cent  were  found  to  be  occupied 
by  one  person  only.  Forty-five  houses  or  21. 1 per  cent  were  occupied 
by  two  persons.  It  can  therefore  be  said  that  approximately  one 
quarter  of  the  Council  houses  in  the  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar 
area  are  under  occupied.  Here  then  is  a sphere  where  positive 
action  can  be  taken.  Family  circumstances  are  continually  changing 
and  it  is  therefore  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  Council  and  the 
tenants  concerned  to  make  the  best  use  of  available  accommodation 
by  arranging  transfers.  One  must  not,  however,  imagine  that  this 
can  be  accomplished  as  easy  as  moving  chessmen  on  a board,  for 
older  people  having  lived  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  a particular 
district,  do  not,  in  many  instances  like  to  move  from  the  neighbours 
and  surroundings  they  have  known  so  long. 

Overcrowding  too  is  a difficult  problem  with  which  to  deal, 
and  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  merely 
tend,  in  my  opinion  to  give  a false  impression  of  the  true  state  of 
affairs,  since  living  rooms  are  grouped  with  bedrooms  for  the 
purpose  of  assessing  the  permitted  number  of  a house. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949 
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Improvement  Grants 

Since  the  time  that  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  was  placed  on  the 
Statute  Book  I have  been  most  anxious  that  the  Council  should 
decide  to  make  improvement  grants  under  Section  20  of  the  Act, 
to  those  owners  willing  to  carry  out  works  of  improvement  to  their 
houses,  the  reason  being  that  there  are  many  houses  in  this  district 
substantially  built  yet  lacking  bathrooms,  constant  supplies  of  hot 
water,  indoor  W.C’s.  etc.,  and  other  modern  amenities. 

Though  much  has  been  said,  and  written  about  this  Act  very 
little  praise  has  been  bestowed  upon  it  for  it  proved  unnatractive  to 
Local  Authority  and  Landlord  alike. 

When,  however,  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
came  into  operation,  the  various  amendments  contained  there-in 
and  imparted  “new  blood  and  vigour”  into  the  now  somewhat 
“faded  and  jaded”  1949  Act — so  much  so  that  many  Local 
Authorities  reconsidered  their  previous  decisions  and  decided  to 
give  improvement  grants. 

The  Council,  I am  happy  to  say,  was  one  of  these  and  it  was 
decided  that  a grant  of  40  per  cent  of  the  approved  expenses  would 
be  made  to  those  property  owners  carrying  out  works  of  improve- 
ment to  their  houses. 

In  the  initial  stages  of  the  scheme  it  was  hard  to  make  certain 
applicants  realise  that  “repair  work”  was  not  “improvement 
work  ;”  and  not  a few  “put  the  cart  before  the  horse”  by  getting 
their  builder  to  carry  out  the  improvements,  and  then  applying 
for  a grant.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  often  that  no  improvement 
works  must  be  started  before  approval  has  been  given  to  the 
application  for  grant. 

All  applications  for  improvement  grants  have  to  be  accom- 
panied by  one  builder’s  estimate,  detailed  specifications  of  the 
proposed  improvements,  a plan  showing  the  premises  “as  existing” 
and  as  “improved”  and  a signed  undertaking,  where  necessary, 
that  the  requisite  repair  work  will  be  carried  out  either  before  or 
during  the  time  that  the  improvements  are  being  effected. 

In  this  respect  it  is  customary  for  us  to  make  a detailed  in- 
spection of  the  house  and  then  send  the  owner  specifications  of 
the  repairs  required. 
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A few  applicants,  on  receiving  such  schedules  of  repair  work 
have  decided  to  withdraw  their  applications,  having  apparently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  cost  of  doing  the  repairs  more 
than  offsets  the  amount  of  money  received  as  a grant. 

It  is,  however,  one  of  the  prime  conditions  of  receiving  a grant 
that  the  house  must  be  in  a state  of  good  repair,  or  the  owner 
willing  to  make  it  so. 

During  the  period  that  the  scheme  has  been  in  operation  in 
this  District,  it  became  obvious  that  owner-occupiers  would  form 
the  greater  percentage  of  applicants.  Indeed,  of  the  ten  applications 
for  grant,  received  in  the  six  months  ending  the  31st  December, 
1954,  nine  were  made  by  owner-occupiers.  The  total  amount  of 
grants  sanctioned  during  the  aforementioned  period  was  £986. 

From  the  above,  it  can  be  seen  that  dealing  with  Improvement 
Grants,  brought  a good  deal  of  extra  work  on  the  staff  of 
your  Health  Department  ; so  much  so  that  revisits  to  property 
“under  notice”  had  to  be  considerably  curtailed. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  August,  1954,  and 
briefly,  enables  landlords  to  increase  the  rent  of  their  property 
within  certain  limits  provided  the  following  conditions  are  fulfilled. 

(1)  that  the  dwelling  house  is  in  good  repair,  and 

(2)  that  it  is  reasonably  suitable  for  occupation  having  regard 
to  stability,  freedom  from  damp,  natural  lighting,  ventila- 
tion, water  supply,  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences, 
facilities  for  storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food 
and  for  disposal  of  waste  water. 

(3)  that  in  a continuous  period  of  twelve  months  out  of  the 
fourteen  months  prior  to  the  date  of  serving  notice, 
repair  work  has  been  carried  out  to  a value  of  not  less 
than  three  times  the  statutory  repairs  deduction  for  the 
house. 
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Surprisingly  enough,  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  has  been  extremely  low — only  eleven  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1954.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
general  public  do  not  know  sufficient  about  the  Act  : and  also  to 
the  fact  that  both  Estate  Agents  and  Landlords  have  been  very 
cautious  about  serving  notices  of  increase  in  rent,  knowing  full 
well  that  if  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  is  granted,  no  sum,  by  way 
of  repairs  increase  is  recoverable  in  respect  of  the  premises  but 
also  no  sum  will  be  recoverable  in  respect  of  the  40  per  cent 
permitted  increase  under  Section  2 of  the  Rent  and  Mortgages 
Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1920. 

'fhere  is,  no  doubt  that  the  latter  “penalty”  is  a great  deterent 
to  the  indiscriminate  service  of  rent  increase  notices. 


WORK  IN  DEFAULT 

Although  the  service  of  notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act  1936,  generally  produces  the  desired  results  in  obtaining  the 
repair  of  unfit  houses,  occasions  do  arise  when  the  necessary  work 
has  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owner.  In 
such  instances  close  regard  is  paid  to  the  financial  circumstances 
of  the  landlord  when  considering  whether  the  expenses  incurred 
should  be  recovered  summarily  “as  a civil  debt”  or,  by  weekly 
instalments.  Generally,  where  the  owner  is  in  poor  financial 
circumstances  recovery  of  expenses  is  obtained  by  weekly  instal- 
ments. 

The  following  work  in  default  was  undertaken  during  the  year, 
notices  under  section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  having  been 
served  and  not  complied  with. 

(1)  No.  5 Ashmount  Road,  Langley  Mill  . . £54  10  0 

(2)  No.  127,  Cromford  Road,  Langley  Mill  . . £512  3 

(3)  No.  128  Cromford  Road,  Langley  Mill  . . £50  12  6 

Total £156  4 9 


The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953. 
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HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT 


Property . 

70a,  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
Roiston  Cottage,  Woodlinkin. 

28,  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
11,  Loscoe  Nook,  Loscoe 

9 99  99  99 

16,  Scrap  Row,  Stoneyford 
63,  Fall  Road,  Heanor 
2,  Benty  Fields,  Woodlinkin 
3j 

4, 

28,  Thorpe’s  Road,  Heanor 
94,  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
105,  Lacey  Fields  Road,  Langley 
128,  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 


Result  at  end  of  year. 

. Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

. Made  Fit  during  the  year. 

. Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

• 99  99  99  99 

• 99  99  99  99 

. Demolition  Order  Operative. 
. Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

. Action  Pending. 

• 99  99 

• 99  99 

• 99  99 

• 99  99 

• 99  99 

• 99  99 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS  SERVED 
Property. 

2,  Daykins  Row,  Codnor. 

99  99 

99  : 9 

99  99 

9 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

16,  Scrap  Row,  Stoneyford. 


3, 

4, 

5,  „ 

6, 

7, 

8,  v 

9, 

10,  , 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


Property 

39,  High  Street,  Heanor  . . 

22,  Nottingham  Road,  Codnor  . 
23 

^^9  99  99  99 

112,  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
114,  „ 

116,  ,,  • • 


Remarks 

. Part  demolished,  and  remaining 
portion  formed  integral 
part  of  No.  41,  High  Street 
. Demolition  Order  Operative. 

J5 

J>  >> 

»>  »> 

JJ 
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HOUSES  MADE  FIT. 


Property.  Remarks. 

Roiston  Cottage,  Woodlinkin  . . Undertaking  not  to  relet  until 

rendered  fit. 


UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED. 


Property. 

16,  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
17 

A r 9 99  99  99 

70a,  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
Roiston  Cottage,  Woodlinkin 
28,  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 

11,  Loscoe  Nook,  Loscoe 

12, 

63,  Fall  Road,  Heanor 


Remarks. 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

99  99  99  99 

99  99  99  99 

99  99  99  99 

99  99  99  99 


99 


99  99  99 


CLOSING 


Property. 

1,  Nook  End  Road,  Heanor 


ORDERS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual 
Unfit  Houses,  as  at  the  end  of  the  year 


No.  of  houses  upon  which  Demolition  Orders  are  operative  . . 


No.  of  above  houses  still  occupied 

Heanor  Ward 
Langley  Mill  Ward 
Langley  and  Marlpool  Ward 
Loscoe  Ward 
Codnor  Ward 


n 

2 

Nil  V 
Nil 

5J 


21 


8 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  (Permanent  type) 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise  (Permanent  type) 

Total 


Estimated  number  of  houses  in  area 


117 

32 

149 

7369 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
PART  A.  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses 

demolished  in  the  period 

Number  of 

Unfit  Houses 

Other  Houses 

p& ys  ohs 
displaced 

(1)  Land  coloured  “pink” 

Nil 



Nil 

(2)  Land  coloured  “grey” 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  B.  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Number  of 

Persons 

Houses  Displaced 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  1 1 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  the  owners  under  Section 
11,  and  still  in  force  .. 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  1 2) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3 (1)  . 

(b)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  closing 
Orders  substituted  under  Section  3 (2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  . 


REPAIRS 


6 

12 

7 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

8 

Number  of 
Houses 


Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  Unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
the  period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . . 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices. 

(i a ) by  owners 

( b ) by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16). 

(a)  by  owners 

( b ) by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


273 


2 

Nil 


9 

3 
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NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 
DURING  1954  IN  WARDS 
Langley  Langley  & 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 

Heanor 

Nil 

6 

Mill 

40 

4 

Marlpool 

4 

2 

Loscoe 

73 

17 

Codnor 

Nil 

3 

Totals 

6 

44 

6 

90 

3 

By  Local  Authority  . . 

117 

By  Private  Enterprise 

32 

Total 

149 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1921  : — 


Vv  . :• 

Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1921 

22 

j 

25 

47 

1922 

50 

— 

13 

63 

1923 

6 

— 

42 

48 

1924 

— 

8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

— . 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— ' 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

142 

248 

1939 

— 

■ — 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

' — 

13 

13 

1946 

Pre  50  fabs 

— 

30 

80 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

— 

1 

91 

1949 

155 

— 

10 

165 

1950 

121 

— 

21 

142 

1951 

84 

— 

13 

97 

1952 

82 

. — 

8 

90 

1953 

70 

— 

32 

102 

1954 

117 

— 

32 

149 

Totals  . . 

1,572 

216 

1,373 

3,161 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Nineteen  families  living  in  condemned  property  were  rehoused 
by  the  Council  during  the  year.  This  figure  represents  an  increase 
of  nine  over  the  number  rehoused  from  such  premises  in  1953. 

The  points  scheme  for'  Council  house  applicants  continued 
in  operation  throughout  the  year  and  is  as  follows  : — 

Points. 


(a) 

Number  of  persons  in  applicant’s 
family 

1 for  each  member. 

(b) 

Tuberculosis  (active) 

5 maximum. 

(c) 

Lodger  applicants 

3 „ 

(d) 

Tenants  overcrowded 

3 „ 

(e) 

Each  bedroom  deficient 

2 for  each  deficiency. 

(/) 

Years  of  registration — Lodger  . . 

2 for  each  year. 

(?) 

Years  of  registration — Tenant  . . 

1 for  each  year. 

(h) 

Length  of  time  married  while 
resident  in  the  district  since 
1940  

2 for  over  five  years. 

With  regard  to  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses, 
Mr.  Gascoyne,  the  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information 


APPLICATION  FOR  HOUSES  : — 

Number  of  Householder  applicants 
Number  of  Lodger  applicants 

APPLICATION  FOR  BUNGALOWS  l — 

Number  of  Householder  applicants 
Number  of  Lodger  applicants 


Total  number  of  applicants 


237 

261 

— 

498 

136 

29 

165 

663 
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TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES. 

During  the  year  sixty-nine  (69)  visits  were  made  to  caravans 
used  mainly  in  connection  with  local  Wakes. 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  station  and  use  caravans 
were  received  and  of  these  two  were  refused. 

.1  : [ • ' •*  ’ ),  • _ V _ ; • .. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1948. 

Routine  visits  to  factories  continued  during  the  year  and  178 
inspections  were  made. 


OUTWORKERS. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 10  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  forty-six  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
165  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year.  Particulars  relating 
to  forty-six  outworkers  resident  outside  the  area  were  forwarded 
to  the  local  authorities  concerned. 

A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  area  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  August  list,  together  with  the  nature  of  homework, 
is  set  out  hereunder  : — 


No.  of  Outworkers 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Premises. 

Females. 

Hosiery 

14 

14 

Lace  and  Netting 

8 

8 

Clothing 

41 

46 

Total 

63 

68 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses. . ..  ..  ..  ..  65 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

No.  of  notices  to  Day  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

No.  of  notices  to  Sunday  Schools  . . . . . . . . 11 

No.  of  notices  to  Librarians  . . . . 8 

No.  of  Library  books  disinfected  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

No.  of  lots  of  bedding  destroyed  upon  request  . . . . 1 
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DISINFESTATION. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Cock- 

Bugs  Fleas  roaches  Total 
No.  of  houses  disinfested  4 1 2 7 

No.  of  rooms  treated  . . 9 3 8 20 

The  disinfestation  for  bed  bugs  were  carried  out  at  four  private 
houses. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Four  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
remedial  action  taken  where  necessary. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  approximate  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Heanor 

Ward 

Langley 

Mill 

Ward 

Langley  & 
Marlpool 
Ward 

Loscoe 
& Codnor 
Ward 

Total 

Water  Closets 

2,654 

1,589 

1,734 

2,093 

8,070 

Pail  Closets 

2 

8 

2 

37 

49 

Privy  Middens  . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Dry  Ashpits 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dustbins 

2,517 

1,458 

1,693 

1,974 

7,642 

DRAINS. 

Scarcely  a week  passes  without  receiving  such  complaints 

as  . . . “I’ve  got  sewage  in  my  cellar ” ; “There’s  a bad  smell 

in  my  kitchen ” ; “My  drains  won’t  run and  so  on. 

These  complaints,  in  the  main,  arise  from  the  fact  that  mining 
subsidence  has  damaged  the  drainage  systems. 
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In  such  circumstances  speed  is  essential,  and  we  therefore  do 
our  utmost  to  deal  expeditiously  with  all  such  complaints.  When 
it  is  noted  that  some  185  drainage  tests  were  undertaken  during 
the  year  and  372  inspections  carried  out,  it  will  be  realised  that  a 
great  deal  of  time  has  to  be  devoted  to  carrying  out  the  necessary 
investigations. 

I would  here  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent 
co-operation  which  we  receive  from  the  officials  of  the  National 
Coal  Board,  on  such  occasions. 


REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1954. 


Summary  of  observations  taken  a 
Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor  : — 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June  . 

July 

August 

September  . . 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 
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Milnhay  Outfalls,  Langley  Mill,  by 
Inches  Days  of  Rain 


1.35 

on 

7 

2.34 

99 

14 

1.86 

99 

10 

0.70 

99 

6 

2.38 

99 

10 

4.01 

99 

10 

1.86 

99 

14 

4.05 

99 

15 

2.98 

99 

15 

2.95 

99 

15 

4.47 

99 

19 

2.39 

99 

15 

31.34 

99 

150 

23.32 

99 

114 

22.75 

99 

112 

28.96 

99 

144 

25.38 

99 

135 

23.64 

99 

112 

. . 27.67 

99 

128 

21.18 

99 

125 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  continued  expansion  of  Council  Housing  Estates  and  the 
steady  growth  of  private  building  has  greatly  added  to  the  work 
of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service.  Little  thought  these  days  seems 
to  be  given  to  easing  the  burden  of  the  dustman  by  reducing  the 
length  of  carry  from  house  to  lorry,  and  there  is  an  ever  increasing 
amount  of  garden  refuse  to  be  found  in  the  dustbins  on  Council 
house  estates.  This  may  perhaps  be  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  people  have  never  had  a garden  before  ; they  do  not 
realise  the  value  of  composting,  though  it  must  be  realised  that 
not  all  garden  refuse  can  be  disposed  of  in  this  way,  nor  can  burning 
solve  the  problem  without  causing  a nuisance  to  the  neighbours. 

Despite  all  this  and  the  fact  that  this  is  a mining  district  where 
many  householders  receive  concessionary  coal,  the  three  gangs  of 
five  men  each,  satisfactorily  maintained  a weekly  collection  of 
household  refuse  during  the  year,  without  the  use  of  extra  labour. 
At  this  juncture,  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  your  Foreman  and  workmen  have  carried  out 
their  duties — they  efficiently  maintained  a very  mundane,  yet  none 
the  less  vital  service  to  the  Community. 

Surprising  though  it  may  seem,  we  experienced  no  shortage  of 
labour  ; vacancies  were  soon  filled.  There  were,  however,  times 
when  interviewing  applicants,  that  I could  not  help  but  muse  on 
the  thought  that  the  British  housewife’s  influence  on  the  public 
cleansing  service  was  indeed  a potent  factor.  Consider  now  that  it 
is  largely  left  to  her  discretion  as  to  what  goes  into  the  dustbin  ; 
and  further  although  “George”  may  be  willing  to  take  the  job 
you  offer,  all  your  talk  of  bonus  schemes,  sick  pay  schemes  and 
holidays  with  pay  are  of  no  avail  if  his  wife  refuses  to  have  him 
work  as  a dustbin  man  for  fear  of  what  her  relatives  and  neighbours 
would  say. 

I stated  in  a report  submitted  to  your  Health  Committee 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  that  although  we  had  been  well 
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served  by  our  present  fleet  of  lorries,  we  must  not  allow  this  factor 
to  prejudice  our  outlook  on  the  present  trends  in  the  design  of 
refuse  collection  vehicles.  The  arduous  nature  of  refuse  collection 
work  surely  makes  it  imperative  that  no  opportunity  should  be  lost 
to  secure  the  type  of  vehicle  which  not  only  affords  dustless  loading, 
but  greatly  reduces  the  amount  of  energy  required  in  loading  it 
by  providing  a constant  low-loading  height,  mechanical  con- 
solidation etc.  * 

With  this  in  mind  a week’s  demonstration  of  the  W.  type 
16/18  cubic  feet  S.  and  D.  fore  and  aft  tipper,  rear  loading,  was 
undertaken  during  the  month  of  October.  This  demonstration 
proved  a success  in  every  way  and  I feel  confident  that  with  certain 
reorganisation,  two  of  these  lorries  could  undertake  the  work  of 
the  three  lorries  used  at  the  present  time.  This  factor  should  not 
therefore  be  lost  sight  of  when  planning  for  the  future. 

In  considering  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  as  a whole,  due 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  incidence  of  sickness  among 
the  workmen.  Each  year  the  “pattern”  is  roughly  the  same,  in 
that  sickness  takes  its  greatest  toll  during  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  March. 

The  year  under  review  proved  no  exception,  save  that  the 
number  of  hours  lost  in  the  “paid  Sickness”  category  was  less 
during  the  first  quarter  than  during  the  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December. 

Throughout  the  year  the  practice  of  submitting  quarterly 
sickness  reports  to  your  Health  Committee  continued,  and  the 
undermentioned  details  are  summaries  of  the  information  given. 

- y - IU1.  . 
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SUMMARY  A. 


Report  No. 
and 
Period 

Total 

Working 

Hours 

Possible 

Sick 

Pay 

Hours 

Lost 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Hours 

Lost 

Other 

Time 

Lost 

Hours 

Total 

Sickness 

Payments 

Average 
Weekly 
cost  of 
Sickness 
Payments 

(17) 

28-12-53  to 
28-3-54 

13404 

501 

425 

354£ 

£ s.  d. 
49  19  2 

£ s.  d. 

3 16  10 

(18) 

29-3-54  to 
27-6-54 

12772 

224i 

Nil 

97 

23  6 0 

1 15  10 

(19) 

28-6-54  to 
26-9-54 

11500 

141 

44 

68 

18  15  2 

1 18  10 

(20) 

27- 9-54  to 

28- 12-54 

12979 

660 

60 

298 

75  6 3 

5 15  10 

SUMMARY  B. 


Percentage  of  hours  lost  due  to : 

Report  No. 
and  Period 

Paid 

Sickness 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Other  Time 
Lost 

Total 

(17) 

28-12-53  to 
28-3-54 

3.74 

3.17 

2.64 

9.55 

(18) 

29-3-54  to 
27-6-54 

1.76 

Nil 

0.76 

2.52 

(19) 

28-6-54  to 
26-9-54 

1.23 

0.38 

0.42 

2.03 

(20) 

27- 9-54  to 

28- 12-54 

5.08 

0.46 

2.3 

7.84 

39 


Each  year  that  passes  has  caused  me  to  make  my  usual  “lament” 
that  the  cost  of  sickness  payments  has  continued  its  upward  trend. 
It  is  all  the  more  pleasing  therefore  to  report  that  the  year  1954 
saw  a reversal  of  this  trend,  the  cost  of  sickness  payments  being 
reduced  by  51.8%,  to  a total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds, 
six  shillings  and  seven  pence,  (£167/6/7d.),  when  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  working  hours  lost  due  to  “paid  sickness” 
totalled  1,526|  compared  with  3,832|  hours  for  1953,  and  2,106J 
hours  for  1952.  In  the  “unpaid  sickness”  category  529  hours 
were  lost  thus  giving  but  a slight  reduction  of  60  hours  on  the 
previous  year. 

Briefly  then,  for  the  year  under  review,  3.0%  of  the  possible 
number  of  working  hours  was  lost  in  the  “paid  sickness”  category, 
1.0%  was  lost  in  the  “unpaid  Sickness”  category  and  1.6%  lost 
due  to  occasional  absenteeism. 

Instead  of  the  usual  provision  of  two  pairs  of  bib-and-brace 
overalls  for  the  workmen,  one  donkey  jacket  each  was  provided. 

The  collection  of  the  contents  of  the  few  remaining  pail  closets 
where  conversions  cannot  be  carried  out,  has  always  been  under- 
taken with  great  reluctance  by  the  men — so  much  so  that  a rota 
embracing  all  members  of  the  public  cleansing  service  was  formulated 
thereby lessening  the  frequency  of  the  number  of  occasions  when 
each  man  had  to  carry  out  this  distasteful  job. 


It  was,  however,  decided  that  each  pail  be  charged  with 
Racassan  Sanitary  Fluid,  after  emptying,  without  any  payment 
being  made  Ey  the  householder,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
service  has  been  greatly  appreciated,  not  only  by  the  tenants  but 
by  the  men  carrying  out  the  work — so  the  “Grousing  departed 
with  the  smell  ! ! !” 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping,  two  tips  now  being  used  where  formerly  there  were  three. 
This  was  necessitated  by  the  completion  of  tipping  on  the  Codnor 
Recreation  Ground  site,  and  the  inability  to  find  a new  site  in  the 
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Codnor  Area.  Some  reorganisation  of  the  method  of  collection 
in  this  Ward  had  to  be  undertaken  and  part  of  the  refuse  is  disposed 
of  at  the  Aldercar  Tip  and  part  at  Commonside  Tip. 

The  contract  for  regrading  and  soiling  Codnor  tip  was  given 
to  the  Butterley  Co.  Ltd.,  but  due  to  inclement  weather  the  work 
was  not  completed  before  the  year  ended. 

The  rapid  growth  in  popularity  of  the  all-night  burners  during 
the  past  few  years,  together  with  the  continued  scanty  supply  of 
coal,  has  resulted  in  a gradual  diminishing  of  the  cinder  content 
of  the  refuse.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  increased  packaging 
of  goods  has  increased  the  bulk  of  household  refuse,  adds  greatly 
to  the  difficulty  of  making  a satisfactory  controlled  tip. 


COST  STATEMENT  1954-55. 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

Item 

1 

2 

3 

4 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

(i)  Labour 

7591 

2205 

9796 

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

3551 

20 

3571 

and  buildings 

39 

221 

260 

(iv)  Other  items 

50 

32 

82 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure  . . 

11231 

2478 

13709 

2 

Gross  Income  (including  £ — 

received  from  other  local 
authorities 

15 

2365 

2380 

3 

Net  Cost 

11216 

113 

11329 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

— 

— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

UNIT  COSTS 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

13  6 

4 0 

17  6 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

only 

6 4 

— 

6 4 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 

ton 

19  11 

2 

20  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  . . 

464 

5 

469 

9 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  premises  . . 

1490 

15 

1505 
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Population  at  30th  June,  1954 

Total  refuse  collected  (Test  Weighings) 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days 
to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 


24,150  persons 
11,254  tons 

25.6  cwts. 

7,530  premises. 


SALVAGE. 

Salvage  operations  continued  throughout  the  year  with  unabated 
vigour,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  amount  of  waste  paper  etc. 
available  for  collection  has  never  been  higher.  With  the  removal 
of  quota  restrictions  by  the  Mills  came  confidence  in  the  fact  that 
waste  paper  was  still  a vital  raw  material,  was  still  vital  to  the 
nation’s  economy  and  hence  planning  for  the  future  could  be  done 
with  confidence.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  our  present  collection  service  should  be  expanded  and  I would 
suggest  that  this  matter  be  given  earnest  consideration  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Our  present  system  of  collection  may  be  divided  into  two 
parts, 

(1)  salvage  racks  holding  three  large  sacks  on  the  back  of 
each  refuse  collection  lorry;  and 

(2)  individual  collections  from  shops,  offices,  etc.,  using  a 
lorry  together  with  driver  and  mate. 

Two  men  are  employed  baling  waste  paper  in  the  salvage 
depot,  one  electric  press  and  one  hand  press  being  used.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  latter  was  giving  unsatisfactory  service  (it  had 
been  in  operation  since  1939  and  was  “second-hand”  then)  a new 
Cameo  hand  press  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  sixty  pounds  (£60). 

In  reviewing  salvage  activities  over  the  past  year  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  weight  of  waste  paper  sold  to  the  Mills  exceeded  by 
some  fifty  tons  the  amount  disposed  of  in  1953 — an  increase  of 
26.9  per  cent.  I feel  confident  that  a greater  increase  than  this  will 
be  evident  in  the  coming  year. 


42 


The  total  income  derived  from  salvage  during  1954  was 
£2,187/7/5d.,  (two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  five  pence)  as  compared  with  £2, 145/lO/Od., 
(two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  ten  shillings) 
for  the  year  previous.  Whilst  the  difference  in  monetary  value 
is  only  about  forty-one  pounds  (£41),  it  must,  however,  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste  ceased  in  January, 
1954.  Hence  where  the  total  weight  of  salvage  collected  (including 
kitchen  waste)  during  1953,  namely  three  hundred  and  twentyfour 
tons,  thirteen  hundredweight,  (324  tons  13  cwts.)  produced  an 
income  of  two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  ten 
shillings,  (£2, 145/10/0d.)  in  1954,  the  total  weight  of  salvage 
collected  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons  four  hundred- 
weights and  three  quarters,  (275  tons  4 cwts  3 qrs.)  which  produced 
an  income  of  two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  five  pence,  (£2, 187/7 /5d.). 

The  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

The  Scheme  is  as  follows  : — 

A datum  figure  of  ten  tons  per  month  has  firstly  to  be  achieved. 
Payment  of  the  Bonus,  comprising  50%  of  the  income  derived 
from  the  sale  of  salvage  over  and  above  the  datum  figure,  is  then 
divided  among  the  employees,  pro  rata  to  the  number  of  days 
each  man  has  worked  during  the  month. 

Salvage  Bonus  payments  for  the  year  under  review  totalled 
£603/14/ld.,  as  compared  with  £428/14/9d.  for  the  year  1953. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


The  management  of  all  the  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Dstrict 
is  undertaken  by  your  Health  Department. 

Gone  for  ever  has  that  brick-built  travesty  which  enjoyed  for 
so  many,  many  year  the  misnomer,  “Public  Conveniences” — I 
refer,  of  course,  to  the  Public  Conveniences  at  the  Market  Place, 
Heanor.  In  its  stead  we  have  a fine  modern  structure  complete 
with  two  full-time  attendants  and  one  part-time. 

Free  washing  facilities  were  granted  to  all  food  traders  having 
Market  Stalls,  and  also  to  those  employees  handling  bread  and 
cakes  etc.  from  bakers  vans. 

The  income  derived  from  the  public  conveniences  is  detailed 
hereunder 


£ s.  d. 

Market  Place,  Heanor  . . . . . . . . 108  4 7 

Town  Hall,  Heanor  2186 

Town  Ground,  Heanor  ..  ..  ..  ..  17  11 

Milnhay  Road,  Langley  Mill  . . . . . . 33  4 8 

Market  Place,  Codnor  20  6 1 1 


Total 


184  2 7 


The  income  derived  from  the  public  conveniences  showed  an 
increase  of  forty-two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  one  penny, 
(£42/1 5/ld.)  when  compared  with  last  year’s  figures. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  your  part-time  Rodent  Operative, 
Mr.  F.  Green,  who  devotes  twenty-five  hours  each  week  to  this 
service.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  also  carry  out  treatments 
as  occasion  arises. 
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A summary  of  the  last  sewer  treatment  of  the  year  undertaken 
during  the  period  14th  October  to  the  7th  November  is  given  below. 


Section 

No.  of 
Manholes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

No. 

Takes 

Complete 

Partial 

1 — Heanor 

9 

2 

1 



2 — Heanor 

8 

1 

1 

— 

3 — Langley  & Marlpool 

7 

- 

- 

- 

4 — Langley  Mill 

10 

- 

- 

1 

5 — Loscoe  & Denby 

5 

- 

- 

— 

6— Codnor  . . . . 

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 — Aldercar  & Woodlinkin  . . 

4 

2 

1 

- 

Totals  . . 
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6 

3 

1 

In  co-operation  with  Mr.  Mead,  Divisional  Rodent  Officer, 
and  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Gas  Board’s  Local  Manager,  a 
window  display  unit  featuring  rodent  control  was  displayed  in  the 
Gas  Showrooms. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

1,203  Tins  Tomatoes 
92  „ Beans 
240  „ Peas 
61  „ Soup 

107  „ Other  vegetables 
146  „ Luncheon  Meat 
33  ,,  Meat  Loaf 
42  „ Ham 
6 „ Pork 

4 „ Chicken 
38  „ Tongue 
81  ,,  Corned  Beef 

97  ,,  Stewed  Steak 
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7 

Jellied  Veal 

2 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 

5 

J> 

Irish  Stew 

206 

J> 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

1,528 

J5 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Salad 

7 

>? 

Apple  Pudding 

254 

V 

Milk 

2 

JJ 

Syrup 

20 

Jars 

Meat  Paste 

65 

>> 

Jam 

18 

Fruit 

46 

Btls. 

Sauce  and  Pickles 

2 

Pkts.  Groats 

3 

55 

Figs 

28 

55 

Sago 

36 

55 

Custard  Powder 

2 

55 

Cheese  Spread 

2 

lbs. 

Cake 

2 

Biscuits 

16*  „ 

Butter 

36 

55 

Margarine 

9 

55 

Cooking  Compound 

4 

55 

Sugar 

8 

55 

Rice 

56 

55 

Potatoes 

12 

55 

Sausage 

14 

55 

Cheese 

16 

55 

Bacon 

6 

55 

Roast  Pork 

n 

r 55 

Chocolate 

2,043 

55 

Home  killed  meat 

45  Stalks  Bananas 

Reflecting  on  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  the  one 
thing  which  readily  comes  to  mind  is  the  fact  that  this  year  saw 
the  much  maligned  private  slaughterhouse  regain  its  prewar  status. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  in  the  after  years,  many  had 
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accepted  the  idea  that  this  type  of  slaughterhouse  was,  like  the 
Dodo,  extinct — a thing  of  the  past,  having  no  place  in  the  Utopian 
Schemes  of  the  future. 

But  not  so  : for  once  again  we  see  the  private  slaughterhouse 
playing  a vital  part  in  the  Nation’s  food  economy,  and  to  my  mind 
many  years  will  pass  before  the  schemes  for  the  provision  of  central 
abattoirs  come  to  fruition. 

The  period  within  which  decontrol  took  place  left  little  time 
in  which  to  bring  private  slaughterhouses  up  to  a satisfactory 
hygienic  standard.  All  the  more  credit  must  therefore  be  given  to 
the  Butchers  in  this  District  for  the  splendid  and  speedy  way  in 
which  they  co-operated  with  your  Health  Department  in  carrying 
out  the  necessary  requirements.  Not  only  was  this  helpful  and  co- 
operative attitude  paramount  in  the  early  months,  but  has  continued 
ever  since,  and  I am  happy  at  this  juncture,  to  express  to  all  the 
Butchers,  my  very  sincere  appreciation  of  their  co-operation. 

From  the  outset  no  attempt  was  made  (quite  rightly  so,  in 
my  opinion),  to  limit  the  number  of  private  slaughterhouses  which 
might  be  brought  back  into  use.  Though  this  meant  a much  wider 
field  to  cover  as  far  as  meat  inspection  duties  were  concerned,  it 
was  considered  that  each  Butcher,  wherever  possible,  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  bring  his  slaughterhouse  up  to  the  required 
standard.  To  this  end  therefore  detailed  specifications  of  the  work 
required  were  forwarded  to  all  concerned,  and  in  doing  so,  no 
accusations  of  unfairness  could  be  levelled  on  the  grounds  that  no 
opportunity  had  been  given  to  put  the  premises  into  a satisfactory 
state. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  some  twelve  (12)  licences 
have  been  granted  out  of  a prewar  total  of  twenty-one  (21). 

Slaughtering  usually  takes  place  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
evenings  each  week,  and  this  of  necessity  entails  a good  deal  of 
overtime  being  spent  on  meat  inspection  duties  in  order  to  ensure 
one  hundred  percent  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 
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1,288  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  set  out 
below  is  a summary  giving  the  incidence  of  disease  etc.  found. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Bullocks 

34 

Heifers 

107 

123 

23 

690 

311 

Number  inspected  . . 

34 

107 

123 

23 

690 

311 

All  disease  except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

_ 

1 

_ 







Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . 

6 

7 

20 

— 

14 

, 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis . . . . 

17.64 

7.47 

16.26 

2.02 

0.32 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

3 

12 

32 

— 

— 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

8.82 

11.21 

26.01 

— 

— 

2.89 

MILK  SUPPLY 

milk  samples. — During  the  year  17  samples  of  milk  were 
obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby  for  exam- 
ination. 
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Summaries  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  are  set  out  here- 
under : — 


MILK  PRODUCED  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 

5 

1 

6 

16.66 

Tubercule  Bacilli 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Total  . . 

11 

1 

12 

8.33 

MILK  PRODUCED  OUTSIDE  THE  DISTRICT. 


Test 

No  . of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 

8 

3 

11 

27.27 

Phosphatase  Test 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Tubercule  Bacilli 

5 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Total  . . 

19 

3 

22 

13.63 
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Registrations  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949  : — 


Distributors  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . 12 


Distributors  from  outside  the  area  . . . . . . 5 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) . . . . . . . . 6 


Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the  use  of  special 
designations,  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  dealers  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  9 

Pasteurised  . . . . 8 


(b)  SUPPLEMENTARY  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 

Pasteurised  6 

Sterilised -.  1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  samples,  including  twenty-six  milks, 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  milk  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Two  Table  Jellies  (an  informal  sample  followed  by  a formal 
sample)  were  deficient  in  sugar  and  the  manufactures  were  cautioned. 

Samples  described  as  “Double  Strength  Peppermint”  and 
“Double  Strength  Brandymint”  were  taken  from  itinerant  vendors. 
On  the  labels  the  articles  were  strongly  recommended  for  various 
complaints,  but  sale  of  medicines  under  these  conditions  is  illegal. 
The  sellers  were  therefore  prosecuted  for  contravention  of  Section 
12  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  and  fined  £5  in 
respect  of  each  sample,  together  with  £4/4/0d.  costs. 

A sample  of  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce  contained  tin  somewhat 
in  excess  of  250  parts  per  million  recommended  for  canned  foods. 
This  matter  was  the  subject  of  investigation  with  the  firm  concerned 
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but  no  further  stocks  were  available  and  so  far  this  particular 
brand  has  not  been  encountered  elsewhere. 

The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 

ice  cream  samples. — During  the  year  nine  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby, 
for  examination. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  Reports  is  set  out  here- 
under : — 


Classification  : 

Where  Manufactured. 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 2 

3 4 

Within  the  district 

3 

_ _ 

3 

Outside  the  district 

5 

1 

6 

Totals 

8 

1 

9 

SHOPS  ACT. 

The  duties  of  Shops’  Inspector  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  G. 
Bassford,  whose  Report  is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  premises  and  businesses 
which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Act  and  the  Young 
Persons  Employment  Act,  at  the  31st  December,  1954. 


uji  jl  Retail  Shops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389 

Street  Traders  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 

Wholesale  Warehouses  . . ..  ..  . . ..  5 

-,lpP'  Canteens 8 

0)  ' - Coal  Merchants  Offices  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Licensed  Premises  . . 50 

Premises  and  businesses  where  young  persons  are  em- 
ployed (not  under  the  Factories  Act)  . . . . . . 5 

. ft*.  , 

Total  492 
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Of  the  Retail  Shops,  163  employ  assistants. 

243  evenings  and  27  Sundays  were  devoted  by  your  Shops’ 
Inspector  during  the  year  in  carrying  out  his  duties. 

308  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  25  notices  were  served 
and  23  notices  abated — these  notices  were  served  in  the  main  for 
omitting  to  display  the  necessary  forms  required  by  the  various 
sections  of  the  Act. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  and  interest  during  the  year  ; also  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments 
for  their  valuable  co-operation.  To  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment I would  voice  a special  word  of  appreciation  and  thanks  for 
their  loyalty,  and  for  the  unstinting  way  in  which  they  always 
give  of  their  best. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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